
The Nakba (1947–49): Causes, Treatment of Palestinians,
Financing, and Human Reflections

1) Why Palestinians Were Treated This Way
From the Zionist/Israeli leadership perspective in 1947–49, several factors shaped their policies toward
Palestinians:

• Fear of annihilation: After the Holocaust, leaders saw survival of the new Jewish state as paramount.

• Demographic reality: Jews were only about one■third of the population in 1947. Many leaders believed a Jewish
majority required removing large Arab populations.

• Strategic needs: Military planners saw Arab villages near roads and supply lines as security threats.

• Ideology of return: Zionism emphasized reclaiming ancestral land; Palestinians were often seen as lacking equal
historical claim.

From the Palestinian perspective:

• Expulsions, demolitions, and massacres (e.g., Deir Yassin) were experienced as ethnic cleansing.

• The Nakba ("catastrophe") was seen not as accidental, but as a systematic attempt to erase Palestinian society.

2) Where the Money Came From
Resources for the Yishuv (Jewish community in Palestine) and later Israel came from:

• Diaspora fundraising: Philanthropists (e.g., Rothschilds) and the Jewish National Fund (1901).

• Zionist organizations: World Zionist Organization, Histadrut, and communal structures.

• Donations & loans: From Jewish communities in the US, Europe, South America. Post■Holocaust donations
surged.

• Relief agencies: Groups like the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee supported displaced survivors.

• Arms purchases: Weapons smuggled, notably from Czechoslovakia in 1947–48.

3) Why It Unfolded as It Did
• Israelis saw it as survival and state■building after centuries of persecution.

• Palestinians experienced it as dispossession and the destruction of their society.

• Both narratives are true within their frames, but international support and organization enabled the Zionist project
while Palestinians lacked backing.

4) Human Reflections
The Nakba illustrates a profound human paradox: the traumatized seeking safety created trauma for another
people. For Jews, scarred by pogroms and the Holocaust, a secure homeland was a matter of survival. For
Palestinians, who bore no responsibility for European antisemitism, this meant mass displacement, loss of homes,
and statelessness.

This is why 1948 is remembered so differently: Israelis as independence and rebirth; Palestinians as catastrophe
and exile. Both narratives carry deep wounds, shaping identity and politics to this day.

Understanding the Nakba means holding both truths: that a people emerging from centuries of abuse found safety,
but in doing so, inflicted lasting harm on another people already rooted in the land. This dual tragedy explains why
the conflict remains so raw and unresolved.


